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A breed should not stray far 

from its beginnings.  

The litter that established 

the breed was born in 

1868. A bitch from that 

litter is pictured here. 

The breed was created by 

the landed gentry in Great 

Britain for use as personal 

gundogs on the large 

estates. 
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Guisachan House, home of Lord Tweedmouth, Sir 

Dudley Marjoribanks, who developed the Golden 

Retriever breed.

Guisachan Then & Now
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Nous, foundation sire of the breed, was the only yellow 

in a litter of black wavy-coated retrievers.

Hunting Party at Guisachan ï1870
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The climate and rocky, hilly slopes of the Scottish 

Highlands, with their harsh, dense cover, required a 

moderate, efficient, agile retriever with stamina.

Scottish Highlands
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The requirements of the 
breed standard are dictated 
by function.  

A retriever of upland game 
birds, waterfowl and 
occasionally small game, the 
Golden Retriever requires 
stamina, athleticism, 
strength and agility for a full 
dayôs work in the field.

The Golden as a Retriever
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Hunting and in the field é 


